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UPCOMING CHANGES TO THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON  
STANDARDS OF TRAINING, CERTIFICATION AND 

WATCHKEEPING FOR SEAFARERS (STCW CONVENTION)
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• STCW-78

first attempt to have 
global standards 
Intentions not achieved

• Good principles
• Not explicit
• Not sufficient basis for 

control
• Resulting in widely 

varying interpretations. 



Way to major amendments to STCW’78 …

The last comprehensive revision of the STCW Convention was 
done in 1995 known as STCW’95.  

Entire Annex (Technical provisions) was re-written – as 
Regulations and Mandatory requirements in Code A and 
Recommendatory Guidance in Code B   

STCW’95 entered into force on 1 Feb 1997 
Phase in period 5 years (1 Feb 2002).  
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• A suggestion by SG – IMO  made at STW 37 
(Jan 06) to  give preliminary consideration for 
the review STCW95.

• MSC 81 Instructed STW to conduct a review 
of STCW Convention to harmonize any 
inconsistencies and to meet the new challenges 
faced by the industry.



Scope of the comprehensive Review

Principles to be adhered during the Comprehensive 
review:-

• Retain the structure and goals of the 1995 revision;
• Not to down scale the existing standards;
• Not to amend the articles of the Convention;
• Address inconsistencies, interpretations, outdated 

provisions and MSC instructions
cont….



Scope of the comprehensive Review

Cont….

• Clarifications and technological advances;
• Address requirements for effective communication;

• Cater for advances in technology
• Cater for innovative training methodology  & 

• Address the special character and circumstances of 
short sea shipping and the offshore industry.



Proposed Areas to be Reviewed 

ARTICLES - NOT TOUCHED

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS LIMITED TO 
TECHNICAL PROVISIONS, VIZ. 

• REGULATIONS IN CHAPTERS I TO VIII 
• CORRESPONDING SECTIONS IN CODE A, 

COMPETENCE TABLES AND CODE B



STRUCTURE OF STCW

• Chapter I – General Provisions
• Chapter II  Master &Deck Dept
• Chapter III – Engine Dept
• Chapter IV Radio Comms & 

personnel 
• Chapter V   Special Training 

Tankers/Ro Ro/Passenger
• Chapter VI Emergency, 

Medicare, Occupational Safety 
& Security  

• Chapter VIII Watchkeeping



Amendments to Chapter I

Definitions – include new terms 
Regulation I/2- preventing fraud COC.
Regulation I/3  - the principles governing Near 

Coastal voyages.
Regulation I/6 - proper oversight of training 
Regulation I/7 –communication of information 

relating to amendments to STCW 
Regulation I/8 – Quality Standards.



AMENDMENTS TO CHAPTER I 

Regulation I/10 – tightening up “necessary measures”
before endorsing  another Administration’s certificates

Regulation I/11 – Revalidation - resolving inconsistencies 
and/or conflicts

Regulation I/12 to include provisions for new and 
innovative training methodologies. 

Regulation I/14 defining responsibilities of companies 
relating to continuous and familiarization training



Amendments to Chapter II

Bridge Resource Management (BRM)at 
operational and management level. 

Familiarisation Training - limitations of 
automatic systems and new equipment.

Environmental awareness– e.g. emphasis 
on use of oil water separator equipment.

Able Seafarer (Deck)Transferring 
provisions of ILO AB Convention within 
the ambit of STCW. 



Amendments to Chapter III –
Engine Department 

Inclusion of Engine room Resource Management (ERM) – in 
the competency tables for all MEO COC.  
Familiarisation Training - to understand the limitations of 
automatic systems and changes in equipment and technology.
Competency requirements for Electronic Officers.
Competency Requirements for Electro-technicalOfficers.
Able Seafarer (Engine)– training and certification requirements.  



Amendments to Chapter IV –
Radiocommunication

Minor changes to remove outdated 
provisions and incorporate requirements 
for familiarisation training (GMDSS 
equipment) to be provided.



Tankers 
Complete revision of the requirements.  3 months 

experience on particular type of tanker for 
endorsement as senior officer.

Separate endorsement for Oil, Chemical and LPG 
and LNG Tankers.

Editorials in other regulations. 

Amendments to Chapter V 
Specialized Ships 



Amendments to Chapter VI – Emergency, Occupational 
Safety, Medical Care, Security and Survival Functions. 

Security Familiarization Training
Ship Security Officer within STCW (recent 

amendment) 
Leadership Training – for all officers
Re-validation Requirements



Amendments to Chapter VIII -
Watchkeeping

• Fatigue prevention– harmonize 
requirements with ILO Maritime Labour
Convention.

• Alcohol and drug abuse prevention–
mandatory limits and compliance measures 
by company. 

• .Editorials .  



Amendments to STCW Code A 
and STCW Code B

Consequential amendments to STCW Code 
A and STCW Code  B as may be 
necessary. Some requirements would be 
made mandatory.  



Other Issues 

Qualification and training requirements for 
crews of Pleasure Yachts and Commercially 
Operated Yachts.  

Training Requirements for Ships with High 
Tension Electrical Plants.



Time Table 

Review of the STCW Convention:
– 8–12 Sep 08: Intersessional working group to 

develop text
– 2–6 Feb 09: STW 40 further develop text.
– 6–15 May 09: MSC authorizes STW to finalize 

text
– Jan 2010: STW 41 finalizes text.
– Feb 2010: Circulation of draft amendments.
– Jul 2010: Diplomatic conference in Manila, 

Philippines to adopt amendments. 
– 2012 : Possible date of entry. 



Conclusions

Review is to:-
• ensure that the requirements are kept 

updated
• ensure that seafarers on board are 

adequately trained to operate modern 
ships

• Safety of navigation and protection of 
environment.  



• Thank You


