
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA FACTSHEET  

Singapore, 6 October 2026 | FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

FIRST READING OF MARITIME AND PORT AUTHORITY OF SINGAPORE 

(AMENDMENT) BILL 

 

The Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore (Amendment) Bill (the “Bill”) was 

introduced for First Reading in Parliament today. Since the MPA Act was enacted in 

1996, maritime operations have evolved significantly, including through greater 

digitalisation, emergence of new technologies such as remote operations and 

autonomous vessels, and increasingly complex port operations. The Bill seeks to 

amend the Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore Act 1996 (“MPA Act”) to address 

these developments, strengthen safeguards against emerging risks, and enable MPA 

to intervene effectively to maintain the safe, reliable, and efficient operation of the Port 

of Singapore. The main amendments proposed in the Bill are set out as follows. 

 

Strengthen MPA’s regulatory framework and powers over licensees 

 

2. The MPA Act currently contains different frameworks to license and regulate 

maritime services that support the safe and reliable operation of the Port of Singapore. 

The proposed amendments will establish a comprehensive framework for licensing 

these services, including by setting out MPA’s considerations in assessing licence 

applications and allowing MPA to issue directions concerning the efficiency, safety, 

reliability, environmental sustainability, or quality of regulated services. The proposed 

amendments will also enable MPA to better support the provision and maintenance of 

essential port infrastructure. Together, these changes will enable MPA to more 

effectively regulate licensees and maintain the standards required for safe and reliable 

port operations. 

 

Enhance MPA’s powers for prompt intervention to safeguard safety and operational 

continuity 

 

3. Stranded or abandoned vessels, wrecks or other objects in Singapore’s waters 

can pose risks to navigational safety, the marine environment, and port operations. 

The proposed amendments will strengthen MPA’s ability to take timely action to 

address such risks, including by expanding the circumstances in which MPA can 

require or undertake their removal, to ensure maritime safety. 

 



 

Introduce cybersecurity requirements for the maritime sector 

 

4. As the maritime ecosystem becomes increasingly digitalised and 

interconnected, safeguarding the systems that support these operations has become 

increasingly important. The proposed amendments will establish a sectoral 

cybersecurity framework under the MPA Act, enabling MPA to designate Important 

Information Infrastructure (III), set cybersecurity requirements, and issue directions to 

safeguard these systems and infrastructure. This will complement the Cybersecurity 

Act 2018, and strengthen the sector’s preparedness for and response to cybersecurity 

risks and incidents. 

 

Provide for the safe use of new and emerging maritime technologies 

 

5. New technologies such as autonomous surface vessels, aerial drones and 

artificial intelligence are increasingly being used in maritime operations, with the 

potential to improve safety and efficiency. The proposed amendments will update 

relevant definitions and provisions in the MPA Act to account for these developments 

and provide MPA with the legal basis to regulate their safe use. This will allow MPA’s 

regulatory framework to keep pace as maritime technologies and operating models 

continue to evolve. 

 

Strengthen MPA’s investigative and enforcement powers 

 

6. Effective regulation of maritime activities depends on MPA having access to 

accurate and timely information and the ability to investigate potential contraventions. 

The proposed amendments will strengthen MPA’s powers to obtain and verify 

information, conduct inspections where necessary, and address false information or 

documents, as well as the failure to provide required information or documents. These 

changes will support effective regulatory oversight and the safe and efficient operation 

of Singapore’s port. 

 

7. Parliament will debate on the Bill at the Second Reading in November 2026. 

 

<End of Release> 

 

  



 

About the Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore (MPA) 

 

MPA was established in 1996 with the mission to develop Singapore as a global hub 

port and international maritime centre, and to advance and safeguard Singapore’s 

strategic maritime interests. MPA takes on multiple roles as Singapore’s maritime and 

port regulator and planner, international maritime centre champion, national maritime 

representative, and champion of maritime digitalisation and decarbonisation efforts. 

MPA partners industry, research community and other agencies to enhance safety, 

security and environmental protection, facilitate maritime and port operations and 

growth, expand multi-domain capabilities, and support the cluster of maritime services 

and manpower development.  

  

For more information, please visit www.mpa.gov.sg/.  
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