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Singapore, 23 January 2026 | For Immediate Release

Search and rescue operations ongoing for crew of
Singapore-registered bulk carrier in South China Sea

The Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore (MPA) has been informed on 23
January 2026 that the Singapore-registered bulk carrier 'Devon Bay' had sunk in the
South China Sea, while en route to Yangjiang, China.

2. The crew are no longer on the ship. Search and rescue operations are
ongoing. At this point, 17 of the 21 crew members have reportedly been recovered,
but two of them have passed away. Four crew members remain unaccounted for.

There were no Singaporeans on board the vessel.

3. As the vessel’s Flag State, MPA is in contact with the ship owner and relevant
search and rescue authorities, and is providing support as required.

4. MPA will be investigating the incident.
5. Further updates will be provided when more information becomes available.

<End of Release>
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About the Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore (MPA)

MPA was established in 1996 with the mission to develop Singapore as a global hub
port and international maritime centre, and to advance and safeguard Singapore’s
strategic maritime interests. MPA takes on multiple roles as Singapore’s maritime and
port regulator and planner, international maritime centre champion, national maritime
representative, and champion of maritime digitalisation and decarbonisation efforts.
MPA partners industry, research community and other agencies to enhance safety,
security and environmental protection, facilitate maritime and port operations and
growth, expand multi-domain capabilities, and support the cluster of maritime services
and manpower development.

For more information, please visit www.mpa.gov.sqg/

For media enquiries, please contact:

Adam Noor Azlee

Communications and Community, Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore
Email: media_enquiries@mpa.gov.sg
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