
                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

JOINT MEDIA RELEASE 

Singapore, 25 March 2025 | For Immediate Release 

 

ABS and MPA Deepen Collaboration  

to Accelerate Maritime Innovation and Workforce Excellence 

ABS Launches Singapore Centre for Immersive Training  

Supporting Safety and Alternative Fuels 

 

The Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore (MPA) and the American Bureau of 

Shipping (ABS) have renewed a multi-year Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to 

strengthen collaboration in research and development, talent development, workforce 

upskilling, support for startup maritime businesses, and regulatory alignment. This renewal, 

signed today, marks a comprehensive and future-oriented collaboration that continues to 

strengthen Singapore’s role as a global maritime hub while advancing ABS’ strategic initiatives 

in Singapore.   

 

2. As part of the five-year arrangement, ABS will establish the ABS Singapore Maritime 

Safety Centre, a cutting-edge facility designed to provide immersive training for seafarers and 

maritime professionals, in support of the MPA’s Maritime Energy Training Facility (METF). 

ABS is investing USD$4.5 million in the centre, which is expected to create new employment 

opportunities for the region.   

 

3. By employing the latest training techniques, including virtual reality and game-based 

training systems, the ABS Singapore Maritime Safety Centre can simulate realistic training 

scenarios with varying levels of complexity, without putting the vessel or crew at risk.   

 

4. Maritime professionals and students will have the opportunity to learn and acquire 

skills in the safe handling of alternative fuels, such as ammonia and methanol, as well as the 

deployment of battery and electric propulsion systems at the Centre.   

 

5. Christopher J. Wiernicki, ABS Chairman and CEO said: “The maritime industry’s 

transition to net zero demands not only innovation but also a workforce equipped to deliver all 

of the advances in technology and fuel without compromising safety. Through this expanded 

collaboration with MPA, ABS is committed to advancing research and development, nurturing 

talent, and delivering world-class training that empowers seafarers and shore-based 

professionals alike in the safe operation of next generation assets. Singapore’s leadership in 

maritime sustainability makes it the ideal partner for this critical mission. ABS is proud to 

support the transformational METF project and honoured to be selected as a partner.” 

 

6. Mr Teo Eng Dih, Chief Executive of MPA, said: “The renewal of MPA’s MOU with ABS 

underscores our shared vision for a sustainable and future-ready maritime sector. By 

combining expertise in R&D, talent development and workforce training, we are strengthening 



Singapore as a global hub for maritime innovation and the upskilling of maritime professionals. 

MPA looks forward to our continued collaboration with ABS and the addition of the ABS 

Singapore Maritime Safety Centre to the METF suite of training capabilities.” 
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About the Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore (MPA) 

 

MPA was established on 2 February 1996 with the mission to develop Singapore as a premier 

global hub port and international maritime centre, and to advance and safeguard Singapore’s 

strategic maritime interests. MPA is the driving force behind Singapore’s maritime and port 

development, taking on the roles of maritime and port regulator and planner, international 

maritime centre champion, national maritime representative, and a champion of digitalisation 

and decarbonisation efforts at regional and international fora such as at the International 

Maritime Organization and the International Organization for Marine Aids to Navigation. MPA 

partners industry, research community and other agencies to enhance safety, security, and 

environmental protection, facilitate maritime and port operations and growth, expand multi-

domain capabilities, and support the cluster of maritime ancillary services and manpower 

development. MPA is responsible for the overall development and growth of the maritime 

multi-domain and the Port of Singapore.  

 

For more information, please visit www.mpa.gov.sg/ 

 

About ABS 

 

ABS, a leading global provider of classification and technical advisory services to the marine 

and offshore industries, is committed to setting standards for safety and excellence in design 

and construction. Focused on safe and practical application of advanced technologies and 

digital solutions, ABS works with industry and clients to develop accurate and cost-effective 

compliance, optimized performance and operational efficiency for marine and offshore assets. 

 

ABS is a global leader in developing and offering extensive training programs for the maritime 

and offshore industry. More information on ABS Training Solutions is available here. 

 

About Singapore Maritime Week 2025 

 

SMW is an annual gathering of the international maritime community to advance key industry 

issues and exchange ideas to bring the sector forward. Driven by MPA, in collaboration with 

industry stakeholders and research and educational institutions, SMW brings together key 

opinion leaders and industry leaders through conferences, dialogues and forums. 

 

The range of activities and events organised by MPA, industry stakeholders and research and 

educational institutions, as well as the cosmopolitan profile of participants, reflect the vibrancy 

and diversity of Singapore as a global hub port and leading international maritime centre. 
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