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JOINT MEDIA STATEMENT 

Singapore, 28 December 2024 | For Immediate Release 

Leak Stopped, Clean-Up of Oil Sheens off Pulau Bukom Completed 

 

There is no more oil leak observed going into the cooling water discharge 

channel after Shell shut down its oil processing unit yesterday. 

  

2. Efforts by Shell to locate the source of the leak in the oil processing unit are 

ongoing. 

 

3. Additional containment and absorbent booms have been laid in the channel 

and at the mouth of the channel as precautionary measures. 

  

4. The clean-up of the light oil sheens off Pulau Bukom has been completed. 

Absorbent booms at Sisters’ Islands Marine Park and the beaches on Sentosa 

have been laid as a precautionary measure. There have been no sightings of oil 

sheens or oil patches in the waters off Sentosa, and its beaches remain open for 

water activities. 

  

5. The oil sheens, discovered by Shell on 26 December at approximately 9:30 

am, was reported to the Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore (MPA) and the 

National Environment Agency (NEA) at 11:58 am and 1:15 pm, respectively. An 

MPA craft reached the incident site at 12:15 pm to assess the situation and to 

provide support. 

  

6. Initial assessments on 26 December determined the scale of oil sheens to 

be minor, with no risk to public safety or environmentally sensitive areas, given the 

containment measures Shell had implemented. 

  

7. MPA deployed three patrol craft on 27 December when Shell requested 

support to hasten the clean-up of the light oil sheens off Pulau Bukom. 
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8. NEA is investigating the incident with MPA, and actions will be taken if any 

wrongdoing or lapse is discovered. 

  

9. The leak in Shell’s oil processing unit is a different system from Shell's earlier 

slop pipeline leak on 20 October 2024. 

 

<End> 

 

For drone photos of the clean-up operations, please visit  

https://tinyurl.com/shell-december2024-incident  

 

About Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore (MPA)  

MPA was established on 2 February 1996 with the mission to develop Singapore as a 

premier global hub port and international maritime centre, and to advance and safeguard 

Singapore’s strategic maritime interests. MPA is the driving force behind Singapore’s port 

and maritime development, taking on the roles of port authority, maritime and port 

regulator and planner, international maritime centre champion, national maritime 

representative and a champion of digitalisation and decarbonisation efforts at regional 

and international fora such as at the International Maritime Organization. MPA partners 

industry, research community and other agencies to enhance safety, security and 

environmental protection in our waters, facilitate maritime and port operations and growth, 

expand the cluster of maritime ancillary services, and develops maritime digitalisation and 

decarbonisation policies and plans, R&D and manpower development. MPA is 

responsible for the overall development and growth of the maritime domain and Port of 

Singapore. In 2023, Singapore’s annual vessel arrival tonnage crossed 3 billion Gross 

Tonnage and remains the world’s busiest transshipment hub, with a total container 

throughput of 39.0 million 20-foot equivalent units (TEUs).  

   

For more information, please visit https://www.mpa.gov.sg  

 

About National Environment Agency  

The National Environment Agency (NEA) is the leading public organisation responsible 

for ensuring a clean and sustainable environment for Singapore. Its key roles are to 

improve and sustain a clean environment, promote sustainability and resource efficiency, 

maintain high public health standards, provide timely and reliable meteorological 

information, and encourage a vibrant hawker culture. NEA works closely with its partners 

and the community to develop and spearhead environmental and public health initiatives 

and programmes. It is committed to motivating every individual to care for the 

https://tinyurl.com/shell-december2024-incident
https://www.mpa.gov.sg/
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environment as a way of life, in order to build a liveable and sustainable Singapore for 

present and future generations.  

   

For more information, visit www.nea.gov.sg  

   

About National Parks Board (NParks) 

 

The National Parks Board (NParks) is responsible for enhancing and managing the urban 

ecosystems of our City in Nature. We are the lead agency for greenery, biodiversity 

conservation, and wildlife and animal health, welfare and management. We also work 

closely with the community to enhance the quality of our living environment.  

  

NParks manages parks, nature reserves, the Singapore Botanic Gardens, Pulau Ubin 

and the Sisters' Islands Marine Park. Adding to this is the extensive network of Nature 

Ways, and Park Connector Network that links major parks, nature areas and residential 

estates island-wide. NParks also manages millions of trees, including those along roads 

and in our parks, gardens and state land.  

  

NParks has developed an urban biodiversity conservation model, which aims to conserve 

representative ecosystems in land-scarce Singapore. NParks also monitors and 

coordinates measures to enhance the presence of biodiversity in our urban landscape.  

  

The Animal & Veterinary Service, a cluster within NParks, is the main touch-point for 

animal-related issues, as well as the first responder for animal-related feedback. By 

improving the standards of the animal and veterinary sectors, we aim to safeguard animal 

health and welfare in Singapore.   

  

NParks is working closely with partners in the landscape, horticulture, veterinary and 

animal sectors to increase productivity, and provide training for all levels of the workforce. 

Enhancing competencies of the industry will support Singapore’s vision of being a City in 

Nature. 

  

For more information, visit www.nparks.gov.sg and www.facebook.com/nparksbuzz 

 

About Sentosa Development Corporation  

Sentosa Development Corporation (SDC) was established on 1 September 1972 as a 

Statutory Board under the Ministry of Trade and Industry. Its charter since inception has 

been to oversee the development, management, marketing, and promotion of the island 

of Sentosa as a resort destination for locals and tourists.  

   

http://www.nea.gov.sg/
http://www.facebook.com/nparksbuzz
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SDC wholly owns its subsidiaries Sentosa Cove Resort Management Pte Ltd and 

Sentosa Golf Club Pte Ltd. SDC also owns the Singapore Cable Car Sky Network, 

managed by Mount Faber Leisure Group Pte Ltd, a wholly owned subsidiary which 

operates as an autonomous commercial arm.  

   

As a testament to its commitment to sustainability, SDC has been conferred the Global 

Sustainable Tourism Council – For Destinations (GSTC-D) certificate, making Sentosa 

the first island destination in Asia to receive this accolade.  

 

 

 

 


