
                                                         
 

 

 

  

 

   

 

MEDIA RELEASE 

 

Singapore, 11 March 2024 | For Immediate Release  

 

All 11 Crew of Vietnam-flagged cargo vessel rescued in Singapore Maritime 

Search and Rescue Region 

 

On 10 March 2024 at about 4PM (Singapore Time), the Maritime Rescue 

Coordination Centre (MRCC)1 Singapore operated by the Maritime and Port Authority 

of Singapore (MPA), received a distress alert from the Vietnam-flagged General Cargo 

vessel HUNG PHAT 89 (HP89) about 380 nautical miles east of Vung Tau, Vietnam, 

within the Singapore Maritime Search and Rescue Region. 

 

2 MRCC Singapore immediately issued navigational broadcasts for vessels in the 

vicinity to keep a lookout and report sightings of the vessel in distress, and also alerted 

MRCC Vietnam. 

 

3 On 10 March at about 7PM (Singapore Time), MRCC Vietnam informed MRCC 

Singapore that all 11 crew onboard the vessel HP89 had been rescued by the Vietnam 

Coast Guard, and that the vessel had sunk.  

 

-  End of Release - 

  

 
1 The Singapore’s MRCC, located at MPA’s Port Operations Control Centre (POCC), monitors 
the Maritime Search and Rescue Region (MSRR) assigned by the International Maritime 
Organization and provides assistance to persons in distress at sea, including medical 
evacuation. The MRCC is equipped with terrestrial and satellite-based systems such as a 
shore-based Global Maritime Distress and Safety System, VHF Digital Selective Calling 
(DSC), Navigational Telex (NAVTEX), Enhance Group Calling (EGC) and the COSPAS 
SARSAT system to monitor and respond to distress alerts and calls from vessels in the MSRR. 



                                                         
 

 

 

  

 

   

 

About the Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore (MPA) 

MPA was established on 2 February 1996 with the mission to develop Singapore as a 
premier global hub port and international maritime centre, and to advance and 
safeguard Singapore’s strategic maritime interests. MPA is the driving force behind 
Singapore’s port and maritime development, taking on the roles of port authority, 
maritime and port regulator and planner, international maritime centre champion, 
national maritime representative and a champion of digitalisation and decarbonisation 
efforts at regional and international fora such as at the International Maritime 
Organization. MPA partners industry, research community and other agencies to 
enhance safety, security and environmental protection in our waters, facilitate 
maritime and port operations and growth, expand the cluster of maritime ancillary 
services, and develops maritime digitalisation and decarbonisation policies and plans, 
R&D and manpower development. MPA is responsible for the overall development 
and growth of the maritime domain and Port of Singapore. In 2023, Singapore’s annual 
vessel arrival tonnage crossed 3 billion Gross Tonnage and remains the world’s 
busiest transshipment hub, with a total container throughput of 39.0 million 20-foot 
equivalent units (TEUs). 

 

For more information, please visit www.mpa.gov.sg/ 

 

For media enquiries, please contact: 
Jotham Teo 

Communications and Community, Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore 

Email: jotham_teo@mpa.gov.sg 
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