03/2016

03/2016

PAGE 38

CAREERS

CAREERS

getting
in deep
Who says diving is only a leisure sport?
Low Shi Ping speaks to commercial diver
Yong Teck Ann about making his passion his career

Commercial diver Yong Teck Ann is among the
lucky few who can say that he has landed a dream
job, which combines both his interest in marine
biology and his penchant for scuba diving.
Yong, 27, picked up diving as a hobby while
pursuing a degree in Marine Science at university.
But he had not considered making a career out of
his passion until 2014, when he learnt about the
profession from a friend.
He now works for Singapore Salvage Engineers,
a Singapore company that provides marine
services and marine emergency response solutions
such as salvaging of vessels, underwater welding
and fabrication, and repair of ships, tankers and
other vessels, both locally and internationally.
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TO BE A GOOD

COMMERCIAL
DIVER
YOU MUST:

1.HAVE

2.

Have a positive
attitude, common
sense and good
problem-solving
skills.

PASSION
AND
DRIVE

3.

Be physically
ﬁt and a good
swimmer.
tap for more

4.
HAVE THE RIGHT
TRAINING TO QUALIFY
AS A COMMERCIAL
DIVER.
Some of the interesting salvage works he
has undertaken include being part of a team
that salvaged four shipping containers from the
seabed, following a collision between two vessels
in August. Earlier that month, he had also salvaged
a sunken tugboat. Fortunately, it had already been
relinquished of its cargo – a barge carrying boars –
before it met with its accident.
His most challenging and memorable
underwater operation to date took place last
December, when he was tasked to salvage a
rigging wire that had dropped into the water.
Yong found himself 26m below sea level – the
ﬁrst time he had dived so deep – in waters with
zero visibility. Relying on touch, he had to attach
a shackle onto the wire so it could be hoisted to
the surface. He completed the task after an hour
underwater and returned safely to shore. He
recalls: “Not only could I not see anything, it was
also cold. But when you’re already down there,
you just have to focus on what you need to do,
and ﬁnish it as quickly as possible.”

PRESERVING THE MARINE ECOSYSTEM
But such projects with conditions of zero
visibility are the exception rather than the norm
for Yong, who spends, on average, between
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three and four days a week in the water. His
other primary responsibilities include educating
shipowners about vessel maintenance and
marine conservation. He also performs various
underwater diving tasks, such as underwater
hull cleaning, propeller polishing, underwater
vessel photography, collecting biofouling
samples, and writing reports that include cleaning
recommendations.
Being able to play a part in protecting the
marine environment has been an important draw
to the job for him. He says: “The introduction of
invasive marine species, such as the Asian green
mussel which can cling onto a ship’s hull or reside
in its ballast tanks, can affect the marine food web,
biodiversity, and the economy of a country.
“Fouling corrodes a vessel hull and its internal
layer if they are not cleaned. This is known to cost
the shipping industry millions of dollars.”
Given Yong’s broad job scope, no two days are
the same, and that is precisely what has kept him
on the job. He is especially grateful to be able to
learn new skills as part of his on-the-job training.
He says: “I can be doing salvaging work today, hull
cleaning tomorrow, and writing a report the day
after. Every day has something new to offer.”
Yong acknowledges that he has personally
grown since embarking on this role. Working
outdoors has made him step out of his comfort
zone, and he is grateful for having a good team
that works hand in hand with and supports each
other. He adds: “I have also learnt that the factors
that determine a person’s success are having a
good attitude and the skills and responsibility
to complete a job. These three traits are
interconnected.”
Although working underwater comes with
a certain degree of risk, from physical injury
to hypothermia, Yong is unfazed. He says that
such risks can be mitigated through adequate
preparation to deal with potential situations, as
well as proper training and work practices and the
use of reliable and appropriate equipment.
With Singapore being a strategic hub that
connects ships from around the world, Yong also
realises that his job allows him to contribute to the
maritime industry.
He says: “Commercial divers are needed to
perform underwater maintenance and vessel
repair. With such a community available here, it
will attract more ships to Singapore and generate
revenue, which can be used to upgrade and
further advance Singapore’s maritime industry.”

